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lllinois Parks Association Risk Services

What an IPARKS Membership
Means to You!

E[] EASY

IPARKS IS RISK MANAGEMENT MADE EASY

EMPOWERED

IPARKS’ PARTNERSHIPS EMPOWER YOU TO PROTECT YOUR
DISTRICT, ASSETS AND THOSE YOU SERVE

CUSTOMIZED

IPARKS IS TAILORED TO THE UNIQUE EXPOSURES OF ILLNOIS
PARKS AND RECREATION

Your IPARKS membership
makes it easy for you to
provide safe places to

Relax, and Enjoy.

IPARKS IS THE RISK MANAGEMENT
AFFINITY PARTNER OF THE IAPD
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Contact an IPARKS representative at 800.748.0554 or visit www.iparks.org
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FROM THE EDITOR

Making the most of
outdoor space

While park districts, forest
preserves, conservation,
recreation and special
recreation agencies
continually work to preserve
open space, they are also
constantly seeking new ways to make the outdoors
engaging, interactive and fun.

Are your parks compliant with the Americans with
Disabilities Act? Are you providing safe, up-to-date
equipment and structures for your residents? Are you
seeking new ways to revamp the facilities you have to
better serve your community?

| hope with this issue, you can discover the many
ways you can reinvent outdoor spaces to give your
community and visitors something exciting and new.
When it comes to creative and unique outdoor designs,
[llinois agencies and associations are a cut above the
rest.

Our first article, Beyond Boundaries: Designing
Universally Inclusive Environments in Parks and
Recreation on page 14, covers the principles of
universal design. In Innovative Green Design on page
20, ForeverLawn Chicago examines the role of
synthetic turf that is being utilized in park districta
around lllinois. Finally, on page 26, Transformation of
Nelson Golf Course: A Tale of Success and
Revitalization, the Decatur Park District details the
transformation of one of its golf courses into an
incredible variety of outdoor spaces.

With so much to explore throughout lllinois, | hope you
get a chance to experience some of the fresh and
innovative ways park districts, forest preserves,
conservation, recreation and special recreation
agencies deliver memorable experiences to residents.

Thanks for reading!
— Wayne Utterback, Editor

Photo Credit: This issue's cover image earned Honorable
Mention in the Give Us Your Best Shot photo contest. It was
submitted by Samantha Cicogna from ForeverLawn Chicago.
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GET ON BOARD

IAPD - Excellence by Design

Peter M. Murphy, Esq., CAE, IOM

IAPD President and CEO

This issue of /llinois Parks & Recreation is focused on
Designing Outdoor Spaces, and when | think about things
that are perfectly designed, | cannot help but think about our
park districts, forest preserves, conservation, recreation, and
special recreation agencies working in partnership with the
[llinois Association of Park Districts to shape the quality of
life in lllinois.

In fact, this design works so well that the incredible work we
do in meeting the recreational needs of residents and
preserving valuable forests and open space might indeed
appear 'invisible' as Don Norman's quote states.

The lllinois Association of Park Districts knows about the
countless hours that you, our member commissioners and
park professionals, spend working behind the scenes,
attending meetings, creating strategic plans that align with
the needs of your residents, attending workshops, and
participating in webinars so that you can advance your skills
and stay abreast of trends and laws that impact your
agencies.

|APD sees this, and we are here to make sure that others see
it as well with an array of opportunities to elevate public
awareness and appreciation for your hard work and
dedication.

In 1994, IAPD and the lllinois Park and Recreation
Association partnered with lllinois State Fair officials to
create Park District Conservation Day. Held annually on the
last Saturday of the lllinois State Fair, this statewide public
awareness event provides special recognition for lllinois park
districts, forest preserves, conservation, recreation, and
special recreation agencies. These agencies send dance
groups, bands, chorales, zoos, and more to perform or
exhibit at various locations throughout the fairgrounds for
more than 100,000 fairgoers while educational
announcements about the benefits of parks, recreation, and
conservation echo the entire day throughout the sound
system of the fairgrounds.

The 13th annual Park Pentathlon also takes place on Park
District Conservation Day. This fun, friendly competition
consists of five individual events: disc golf, horseshoe
pitching, soccer, basketball knockout, and a golf chipping
challenge. Competing teams include dignitaries from the

6 Illinois Parks & Recreation

[llinois State Fair, lllinois Department of Agriculture, Illinois
Treasurer's Office, Springfield Mayor's Office, Sangamon
County, and IAPD/IPRA. This event is covered by local
media and highlights some of the fun things that our
member agencies have to offer and creates a bond and
new friendships through competition.

This year, Park District Conservation Day is Saturday,
August 17. Park, recreation, and conservation agency
board members and staff are encouraged to volunteer on
this exciting day in Springfield. Volunteers are welcome to
bring family and friends to enjoy this fun-filled day at the
[llinois State Fair distributing giveaways, engaging with
fairgoers at the Park District Conservation Day booth, and
coordinating stage performances.

“Good design is actually a lot
harder to notice than poor
design, in part because good

designs fit our needs so well
that the design is invisible.”

- Don Norman

Volunteers can choose the timeframe and location for their
volunteer shift while receiving complimentary admission,
parking, and a colorful Park District Conservation Day t-
shirt.

For more information about this exciting day, visit our
website at ILparks.org.

Another event that highlights the incredible design of our
park, recreation, and conservation system is the IAPD Best
of the Best Awards Gala, coming to Wheeling Park
District's beautiful Chevy Chase Country Club the evening
of Friday, October 25.

The lllinois Association of Park Districts first organized this
formal event in 2007 to give our member park districts,
forest preserves, conservation, recreation, and special
recreation agencies an opportunity to celebrate their
successes. The event recognizes board member and
agency anniversaries as well as the businesses, media,

www.lLipra.org



citizen volunteers, and coaches who go beyond the call of duty to make
[llinois a better place to live, work, and play.

Eighteen years later, this highly anticipated annual program has become
known as the red-carpet event of the year for lllinois park districts,
forest preserves, conservation, recreation, and special recreation
agencies. The event is a resounding affirmation that the work you are
doing is making an enormous difference not only in preserving the
wildlife and natural areas of this great state, but also in the lives of
children and adults of all ages.

Each year, our gala generates positive media stories and leaves
attendees motivated, inspired, and deeply touched by ordinary people
doing extraordinary things. Their stories live on through this incredible
event, and every year, there seems to be 'that one story or two' that
leaves a lasting impression on all attendees.

Take our 2022 Outstanding Citizen Volunteer of the Year, Martha
Demko. Martha, at 100-years young, was the chairperson for charity at
the Glenview Park District's Senior Center, a position that she held for
22 years. Two mornings a week, she would lead volunteers in making
flannel teddy bears for delivery to children at local hospitals.

Martha purchased the flannel, cut out the bears, and sewed them
together. She would bring them to the Senior Center for volunteers to
stuff, close, and embroider. The Glenview Park District estimated that
Martha had sewn more than 15,000 bears!

Martha's involvement with the park district senior center made an
enormous impact on children in area hospitals; making their difficult
situations a little more ‘bearable’ as she said in her acceptance speech.

Our 2023 Partnership winner, the Forest Preserves of Cook County with
the Chicago Zoological Society and the University of Illinois College of
Veterinary Medicine resulted in the nation's first wildlife residency
program, the Illinois Zoological and Wildlife Health Management
residency.

This three-year program meets the rigorous standards of the American
College for Zoological Medicine and allows participants to earn a degree
while receiving mentorship from all three partner organizations. The
program supports a new level of specialty care and professional
veterinary medical services focused on establishing a baseline of
wildlife health.

This collaboration is incredibly important to the future survival of our
region's wildlife, and it will serve as an excellent model for other
organizations nationwide.

The Best of the Best Awards Gala is designed to recognize excellence
while casting a bright light on the critical importance of what we do.

Please consider submitting nominations for your agency's success
stories at ILparks.org by August 21 for partnerships, intergovernmental
cooperative agreements, relationships with local businesses and
journalists, arts programs, environmental advancements, coaches, and
citizen volunteers.

Thank you to the entire IAPD family for your tireless commitment both
locally and statewide to design the best parks, forest preserves, and
recreational opportunities in the nation.

IAPD
Calendar of Events

Oct. 8-10
NRPA Annual Conference
Atlanta, Georgia

Oct. 25
Best of the Best Awards Gala
Chevy Chase Country Club
Wheeling Park District

Nov. 7
Legal Symposium
Hyatt Lodge/Conference Center
Oak Brook, IL

Jan. 23-25, 2025
2025 IAPD/IPRA Soaring to New
Heights Conference
Hyatt Regency, Chicago

L/oVed 12T ”

Thursday, August 22
From Conflict to Conversation:
Practical Conflict Resolution
Skills for Leaders
In-Person
6to9p.m.
Itasca Park District

\!

IAPD

Summer Golf Tour

Monday, August 26
Shepherd's Crook Golf Course
Zion Park District

Monday, September 30
Sunset Valley Golf Club
Park District of Highland Park

Illinois Association of Park Districts
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EYE ON THE PROFESSION

A CLOSER LOOK AT TRENDS AND ISSUES IN THE PARK AND RECREATION PROFESSION

Yes, You CAN Work in Parks and Rec

Your Whole Life

By Suzi Wirtz, IOM
IPRA Executive Director

“If | could be a lifeguard my whole life, that would be the perfect
job!” This is something I've heard more than a few times from
IPRA members across the state of Illinois. Couple that with, “I
just never knew all the various jobs that exist in parks and rec,”
and “l wasn't happy with my major and then my friend told me
I'd be great at this” ... and you're looking at some excellent
reasons that help to promote the benefits of a career in this
field.

Last year, IAPD reported that 56,619 Illinois residents were
employed by park districts, forest preserves, conservation
districts, recreation and special recreation agencies. In addition,
jobs generated by park districts, forest preserves and
conservation districts along with special recreation agencies
contribute $739 million to household incomes statewide. Those
are some pretty significant numbers that are reinforced by the
fact that people who work in parks and recreation are happy
and love what they do.

In a study called “How Americans View their Jobs” conducted
by Pew Research in March 2023, only 50% of workers in the
US say they are extremely or very satisfied with their day-to-day
tasks, the amount of feedback they receive from their manager
or supervisor on how they're doing their job (49%), and the
benefits their employer provides, such as health insurance and
paid time off (49%). Additionally, less than half say their job is
actually fulfilling. In fact, 29% find their jobs to be
overwhelming.

Professionals in the parks and recreation world have the
opportunity to blend their love for the outdoors, community
service and a healthy lifestyle into a fulfilling career. Working in
parks and recreation is not only beneficial for the individual but
also has profound positive impacts on communities and the
environment.

And, did you know that just about every agency has a finance
director? They also have marketing departments and human
resource specialists, graphic designers, data analysts and more.
The traditional and “fun” Leslie Knope-Ron Swanson characters
do exist, but this is a profession filled with highly trained,
educated individuals who consistently seek out future
development opportunities. Professionals can also move within
the agency, or between agencies, to find the niche that best
suits their interests and abilities, leading to a more satisfying
and dynamic career path.
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According to the National Recreation and Parks Association
(NRPA), in a 2023 report, more than 280 million people in the
United States visited a local park or recreation facility at least
once during the past year. And, for you real estate moguls out
there, 84% percent of U.S. adults say they seek high-quality
parks and recreation when choosing a place to live. A desire to
live near high-quality park and recreation opportunities is
common across nearly every segment of the U.S. population.
Well-maintained parks and recreational facilities attract tourists,
new residents, and businesses, contributing to the local
economy. Special events and programs generate revenue and
create job opportunities. By working in this field, professionals
help build vibrant, economically resilient communities.

“Find a job you enjoy
doing, and you will

never have to work a

day in your life."
- Mark Twain

They're Just Good For You

One of the primary benefits of working in parks and recreation
is the opportunity to promote physical and mental health within
the community. Parks and recreation professionals plan,
organize and facilitate activities like sports leagues, fitness
classes and outdoor adventures that encourage community
members to stay active. Regular physical activity is crucial for
preventing chronic diseases, maintaining healthy weight, and
improving overall well-being. The National Alliance on Mental
Health (NAMI) reports that one in five Americans has some
type of mental illness.

Especially important today more than ever, parks and recreation
professionals play a vital role in mental health. Access to green
spaces and recreational activities can reduce stress, anxiety and
depression. Parks and recreation professionals contribute to
creating and maintaining these spaces, thus enhancing the
quality of life for individuals in the community.

People who love people work in this field. Fostering a sense of
community and social cohesion, so many facilities and activities

www.lLipra.org



serve as gathering places where people from diverse
backgrounds can come together. Events such as festivals,
concerts, and community fairs organized by parks and recreation
departments provide opportunities for social interaction and
cultural exchange. These activities can create a more inclusive
community. By designing programs that cater to various age
groups, interests, and abilities, parks and recreation
professionals ensure that everyone has the chance to participate
and benefit from communal resources.

A career in parks and recreation often involves a commitment to
environmental stewardship—whether you're planning a summer
camp, maintaining the parks or determining where the funds go
for future projects. Parks and recreation professionals play a
crucial role in conserving natural resources, preserving wildlife
habitats, and promoting sustainability. They manage public
lands, develop conservation programs, and educate the public
about the importance of protecting the environment. It's pretty
cool that parks professionals will ensure that future generations
can enjoy and benefit from these outdoor spaces.

Job Satisfaction for a Lifetime

I've heard time and again, from agencies in southern lllinois to
Gurnee to Annawan to Chicago ... parks and recreation
professionals love their jobs; they report extremely high job
satisfaction due to the meaningful nature of the work. The ability
to make a tangible difference in people's lives and the
community at large can be incredibly rewarding. Seeing the
positive impacts of your efforts—whether it's a child enjoying a
new playground, a family participating in a community event, or
a thriving local ecosystem—provides a sense of accomplishment
and purpose.

A career in parks and recreation also offers continuous learning
opportunities—through organizations like IPRA, IAPD and
NRPA. The field is ever-evolving, with new trends in recreation,
conservation techniques, and community needs. People are
living longer—Ilook to a park district to be on the forefront of
senior programs, like IPRA's Senior Games last month. New
rules in technology? Agencies are well aware of this and are
increasing ways to keep the community informed, able to
register for programs and more. Professionals must be on the
cutting edge of trends, often engaging in ongoing training and
education, attending programs like Professional Development
School and the Annual Soaring to New Heights Conference. This
commitment to lifelong learning not only enhances personal and
professional growth but also ensures that parks and recreation
services remain relevant and effective.

So, as you look at your summer part-time workers, your
lifeguards and snack bar workers, your summer camp counselors
and more, please take the time to emphasize the benefits of
working in parks and recreation! Maybe they can shadow one of
your employees for the day. Someone interested in finance or
accounting? How about an hour with your Finance Manager? If
you hear someone mention they love to organize things, maybe a
tour of the park with a program manager would be worthwhile.
The benefits extend far beyond the individual; those lifeguards
today can become part of a unique group of professionals
tomorrow who touch the lives of community members on a daily
basis.

IPRA Upcoming Events

Volunteer Management
Training

September 3 — October 1
Online

Presented by Janet Capety,
Founder of Take5 Training, this
virtual, activity-rich program will
discuss the five essential steps
to Focused Impactful Volunteer
Engagement.

Marketing is Everyone's
Business: An Integrated
Approach to Agency
Success

September 11 or
September 19

Online

Using an integrated marketing
approach, we'll explore today's
8 Ps of Marketing and how they
impact the entire customer life
cycle and brand consistency.

HR Symposium
September 20

Carol Stream Park District
This symposium presents a
unique opportunity for
professionals in the Parks,
Recreation, and Conservation
field to enrich their knowledge
and skills in human resources
management. Whether you're a
seasoned HR expert or new to
the field, this event promises
insights and resources to further
develop your role within the HR
department of your respective
agency.

lllinois Delegate
Reception @ NRPA
October 9

Atlanta, GA

Join us in Atlanta! On October 9,
2024, IAPD and IPRA are co-
hosting our annual Illinois
Delegate Reception during the
NRPA Annual Conference.

Details and registration available at ILipra.org
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STATEHOUSE INSIDER

ISSUES & INSIGHTS FROM THE LEGAL/LEGISLATIVE SCENE

IAPD Navigates Challenges to Conclude

Highly Successful Spring Session

Jason Anselment
IAPD General Counsel

After two straight years of record OSLAD funding, we began the
second year of the 103" General Assembly optimistic about the
possibility of one more year of at least $50 million for new
OSLAD grants. The historic funding levels the past two years
were possible because of IAPD's efforts in preventing proposed
fund sweeps during the budget impasse in 2015-17. Although
OSLAD was protected from sweeps during the impasse, without
a state budget there were no grants. Consequently, these funds
were still available to supplement the annual real estate transfer
tax receipts dedicated to OSLAD the past two cycles resulting in
historic funding levels.

For similar reasons, approximately $30 million is still available
this year because of IAPD's success in preventing another
proposed fund sweep of OSLAD in 2021 when there were no
grants due to the pandemic. Consequently, when the Spring
Session began in January, we were already advocating for a full
OSLAD appropriation of more than $50 million by
supplementing next year's expected real estate transfer tax
receipts with these 2021 funds.

Unfortunately, the landscape quickly changed in February when
the Governor delivered his proposed budget that included a
provision to sweep all of next year's real estate transfer tax
receipts for OSLAD into the state's General Revenue Fund. This
action would have eliminated funding for an additional 40-50
projects during the next grant cycle at a time when demand for
OSLAD grants has never been higher.

IAPD and its membership immediately sprang into action. At the
time, the 12-event legislative breakfast program was just
underway, so OSLAD became the focus of these important
advocacy events. Back in Springfield, IAPD spent countless
hours educating legislators and key staff members about the
Administration's proposed sweep. By the time hundreds of IAPD
members arrived at the Capitol on May 7-8 for Parks Day at the
Capitol, the Legislative Reception, and the Legislative
Conference, budget negotiations had just begun in earnest, so
key messages about OSLAD were perfectly timed to support our
advocacy on this critical issue.

$54 Million for New OSLAD Grants

Not only did lawmakers reject the Governor's proposed sweep
as the direct result of these advocacy efforts, but the General
Assembly also appropriated another $54 million for new
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OSLAD grants in the state budget, SB 251/P.A. 103-0589
(Sims, E., Jr. / Gordon-Booth. J), delivering a major victory for
the IAPD membership.

After this grant cycle, we project that nearly all the protected
dollars from the budget impasse and pandemic will have been
awarded. At that point, new OSLAD grants will once again be
funded solely through the real estate transfer tax receipts that
are generated each year. Therefore, we strongly encourage all
IAPD member agencies to apply before the current grant
application cycle closes on September 13.

Two More IAPD Platform Bills Approved

Last year, during the first year of the 103" General Assembly,
five IAPD Platform bills were signed into law. Most
organizations are pleased to pass a single bill during a two-
year General Assembly, so by that measure the 103" General
Assembly was already a legislative success.

IAPD is never an organization to rest on its laurels, so this
spring we pushed for more legislation to assist the
membership. As a result, two more IAPD Platform bills
passed both chambers and are on the Governor's desk.

If signed by the Governor, SB 2849 (Morrison, J. / Rita, B.)
will allow units of local government to adopt rules related to
the use of drones above public property that is intended or
permitted to be used for recreational or conservation purposes
as long as those rules do not conflict with any federal or state
laws or regulations. This authority will give park districts and
forest preserves the ability to address problematic drone use
at the local level. As this issue goes to press, the Governor has
not yet taken action on SB 2849, but he will do so by August
25, 2024.

Another IAPD Platform bill, HB 4488 (West, M., Il /
Morrison, J.) PA. 103-0600 has already been signed into
law, and will protect park districts and their patrons from
election officials who have forced them to make their facilities
available as early voting polling places for up to four weeks
regardless of whether the facility was already scheduled for
another program or event. While most election authorities and
park districts are typically able to work through scheduling
conflicts, some overzealous election authorities used the old
state law to displace park district programs and services or
threatened legal action. The new law will require county clerks
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to work cooperatively with park districts to find an alternative
location to serve as an early voting polling place if the room
requested by the election authority would interfere with
scheduled park district programming. In the unlikely event the
park district and the election authority are unable to identify a
mutually agreeable alternative room at the park district, the
legislation requires the election authority and the park district
to document their difficulties for the county board, which shall
have the final decision.

IAPD also initiated HR 736 (Sheehan, P) / SR 957 (Johnson,
A.) that champion the vital role that park and recreation
programs play in Illinois communities and declare July 2024
as Parks and Recreation Month. The resolutions were
unanimously approved by both the House and Senate.

IAPD's Efforts Protect Members on other

Legislation

Throughout the two years of the 103rd General Assembly,
legislators introduced more than 9,800 proposals and filed
more than 3,000 amendments to these bills. IAPD reviewed
each of these proposals for their potential impact to our
membership, and throughout the legislative session we
worked diligently behind the scenes on dozens of proposals by
obtaining amendments to improve legislation, provide clarity
to avoid future problems and unintended consequences to our
member agencies, eliminate or reduce exposure to liability,
and exempt member agencies from burdensome mandates.

As a result of our efforts, many of these bills did not move
forward, but several passed both chambers with IAPD’s
suggested changes and await the Governor's signature or veto
as this issue goes to press.

HB 255 (Mussman, M. / Villa, K.) will create a new grant
program administered by the IDNR to offer grants to provide
employment opportunities to youth and young adults, develop
and implement conservation education or job training
programs, and offer internship opportunities with IDNR.
Initially, the legislation would have eliminated the Youth
Recreation Corps grant program that has benefited IAPD
member agencies in the past while excluding local
governments from eligibility for the new program. IAPD
opposed the elimination of this historically successful grant
program, and a new amendment left the Youth Recreation
Corps grant program intact while expanding eligibility for the
new program to include local governments.

SB 3342 (McClure, S. / Faver Dias, L.) will create the
Pesticide Application on Rights-of Way Notification Act and
place substantial new notification requirements on most units
of local government when applying pesticides to a public right
of way. As introduced, the legislation applied to all units of
local government, including IAPD member agencies. IAPD
met with the Senate sponsor to point out that pesticide
application notices are already mandated on park district
property under the Lawn Care Products Application and
Notice Act. As a result, the amended bill that passed both
chambers specifically exempts park districts, forest preserve

districts, and conservation districts from the legislation's
requirements.

SB 3567 (Harriss, E. / Elik, A.) alters a provision in the Truth
in Taxation Law that requires a taxing district with a website
maintained by its full-time staff to post notice of a Truth in
Taxation hearing on its website in addition to the "black box"
newspaper publication. Originally, the legislation would have
required taxing districts to post these notices "conspicuously"
on their websites for at least 30 consecutive days. IAPD
opposed the original bill out of concern that a taxing body
could have its notice challenged by parties with differing
interpretations of what “conspicuous” means. As a direct
result of our advocacy, the sponsor amended the bill to strike
the word “conspicuous” and instead require that the notice
must be posted on or near the top of the taxing body's
homepage or on a page accessible through a direct link from
the homepage. This requirement will still only apply to a
taxing body that has a website maintained by the full-time
staff of the taxing district, but the notice will need to remain
on the webpage for a period of not less than 30 consecutive
days.

SB 3646 (Peters, R. / Hernandez, B.) is an lllinois
Department of Labor (IDOL) initiative that will update and
reorganize the Child Labor Law. The introduced version
omitted the current exemption that allows 14- and 15-year-
olds to work an additional two hours (until 9:00 p.m.) during
the school year and an additional hour (until 10:00 p.m.)
during the summer when working for park districts, not-for
profit youth clubs, and municipal parks and recreation
departments subject to other limitations. Additionally, the
proposal would have quadrupled the civil penalties for
violations in all circumstances. As a result of IAPD's
advocacy, the bill that passed the General Assembly restored
the exemption for 14- and 15-year-olds and addressed our
concerns over the enhanced penalties by creating a tiered
penalty structure depending on the severity of the violation
along with other important changes.

As introduced, SB 3597 (Ventura, R. / Gabel, R.) would have
allowed townships, counties, and school districts to borrow
money from the Illinois Finance Authority to build, purchase,
or lease new clean energy infrastructure projects. At IAPD's
request, this borrowing authority was extended to all units of
local government, including park districts, forest preserve
districts, and conservation districts.

All these bills now head to the Governor for his signature or
veto.

These bills are just a small sample of the legislation that IAPD
closely tracked this session. Several significant bills that were
covered in our regular Legislative Updates would have been
extremely harmful to IAPD member agencies, but as a result
of our efforts they failed to pass either chamber this Spring.

These successes would not have been possible without the

advocacy efforts of the IAPD membership. Your support
makes all the difference!
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EDUCATION CORNER

FOSTERING INFORMATION AND LIFELONG LEARNING FOR PRACTITIONERS

How loT is Shaping the Future

of Parks & Recreation

By Vince Davis, CPRP
IPRA Membership Manager

Who remembers 2016? Some may recall it as the year the
Chicago Cubs won the World Series, marking an end to their
108-year drought. But for many, 2016 was synonymous with the
summer Pokémon Go took the world by storm. In the days
following July 6, 2016, everyone, young and old, ventured
outdoors, smartphones in hand, embarking on virtual quests to
'catch' their favorite Pokémon. The sense of community was
palpable, and public spaces teemed with life. This phenomenon
offered a glimpse into the potential of augmented reality (AR) and
the Internet of Things (IoT) to transform public spaces..

Integration of loT in Parks: A New Era

Across the globe, loT technology is revolutionizing our interaction
with urban and natural environments. Anoka County's parks
provide a prime example, where visitors can use their
smartphones to unlock historical insights via AR — making
history leap off the pages and come alive right before their eyes.
This integration of technology turns ordinary green spaces into
hubs of learning and adventure, enhancing visitor experiences
and extending education beyond traditional methods.

Enhancing Park Visits with Technology
loT is transforming parks into more accessible and enjoyable
places. Here's how:

* Interactive Trails and AR Overlays: Imagine walking a trail
while your smartphone alerts you to historical events that
occurred on the spot you stand or identifies flora and fauna
around you. This melding of technology with natural
exploration feeds curiosity and makes each visit unique.

* Smart Lighting: As you wander through the park at dusk, |
ights along the path brighten at your approach and dim as you
pass, saving energy and reducing light pollution, all while
ensuring your safety.

* Personalized Visitor Experience: Future Park apps could
recommend trails based on your interests and physical
capabilities, from a serene walk through a sculpted garden to
a challenging trek up a rugged hillside.

Wildlife Monitoring and Digital Engagement
Technology like Al is ushering in a new era of wildlife
conservation and interactive learning:

* Al-Driven Wildlife Identification: The Bird Buddy Project is a
smart bird feeder that identifies the species that visit it,
providing valuable data on bird populations and behaviors. It
also allows for real-time engagement with nature enthusiasts
worldwide through live streams and social media shares. Parks
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can replicate such technologies by setting up web-connected
cameras at various natural points of interest to stream video
feeds live. Available apps like PictureThis can be used to easily
identify different plant species in your parks and preserves to
create informative programs to educate the public and boost
engagement.

Streamlining Operations for Sustainability
Efficiency is crucial, whether in resource management or budget
maintenance:

* Smart Irrigation Systems: These systems adjust watering
schedules based on real-time weather conditions and soil
moisture levels, significantly reducing water wastage and
ensuring plants thrive with minimal human intervention.

* Solar-Powered Devices: Transitioning to solar power for park
operations cuts costs and aligns with sustainable practices by
reducing fossil fuel dependency.

 Efficient Waste Management: loT-enabled trash bins can
compact waste and alert staff when they're full, streamlining
garbage collection and keeping the park clean without constant
human oversight.

Navigating Challenges
However, the road to a fully integrated loT park system isn't
without obstacles:

» Privacy Concerns: Increased surveillance and data collection
through loT devices can raise privacy issues that parks must
address transparently to maintain public trust.

* Infrastructure Investment: The initial costs for setting up loT
systems can be steep, but the long-term efficiency gains and
potential revenue from enhanced visitor services can offset these
expenses.

* Maintenance and Security: loT devices require ongoing
maintenance to function correctly and need robust security
measures to prevent data breaches, necessitating a continuous
investment in technical expertise.

Looking Ahead

The potential of 10T in parks is immense, promising not only to
enhance the user experience but also to make park management
more efficient and environmentally friendly. As we look to the
future, the integration of loT within park ecosystems is likely to
become standard practice, heralding a new era of smart recreation
that current and future generations can look forward to. loT-
equipped parks offer more than just improved operational
efficiencies; they create dynamic spaces that encourage learning,
exploration, and a deeper connection with the environment.

www.lLipra.org
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Designing Universally Inclusive
Environments in Parks and Recreation

By MARK TRIEGLAFF,
Accessibility Consultation and Training Services, Inc.

G anib
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f

For the past 34 years, the United States has had a
national law dedicated to protecting and
increasing opportunities for people with
disabilities. The Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) is considered a civil rights law for people
with disabilities with the intent to protect them
from discrimination by requiring equal rights to
programs, services, and goods offered to any other
individual. Emerging from the ADA in 1989,
Universal Design Principles have inspired a
movement to enhance design practices, surpassing
mere compliance. Today, children seek inclusive
outdoor play environments that cater to diverse
developmental needs - physical, cognitive,
communicative, social/emotional, and sensory.
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Through these play experiences, we celebrate
inclusivity and a focus on one's ability. The standards
established by lllinois Parks and Recreation Agencies
and Special Recreation Associations far exceed those
of other states. As a community of professionals, we
should celebrate our achievements and strive to
create inclusive play environments that surpass ADA
guidelines and embody the Universal Design
principles.

The Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility
Guidelines (ADAAG) were expanded in 2010 to
include recreational standards that were not

previously covered. These new standards cover areas
such as amusement rides, boating facilities, exercise
equipment, golf facilities, miniature golf, play areas, and
swimming pools. While these standards provide more
opportunities for people with disabilities to participate in
recreational activities, they are considered minimum
standards and may not meet the needs of all individuals
with disabilities.

In 1989 architect Ronald Mace coined the term
“Universal Design” to build environments that are
aesthetic and usable to the greatest extent possible by
everyone regardless of their age, ability or status in life.




These 7 principles of “Universal Design”are:
1. Equitable use: The design is useful and marketable to
people with diverse abilities.

2. Flexibility in use: The design accommodates a wide
range of individual preferences and abilities.

3. Simple and intuitive use: The design is easy to
understand and operate.

4. Perceptible information: The desigh communicates
necessary information effectively to the user.

5. Tolerance for error: The design minimizes hazards and
the adverse consequences of accidental or unintended
actions.

6. Low physical effort: The design can be used efficiently
and comfortably with a minimum of fatigue.

7. Size and space for approach and use: The design
provides appropriate size and space for reach,
manipulation, and use regardless of the user's body size,
posture, or mobility.

Let's consider why it is necessary to incorporate the key

elements of Universal Design when developing playgrounds
that will withstand the test of time.
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Park and Playground Universal Design Features

A Universally Designed Park requires the collaboration of
architects, city planners, recreation professionals, citizens
and people with disabilities. This collaboration aims at not
only meeting accessibility standards but also exceeding
them by incorporating Universal Design features
throughout the park and playground elements. Through
this review, the seven park elements will be examined with
regards to accessibility code and how they embody
Universal Design Principles.

Walkways

It's important to install park walkways with a running slope
of less than 5% to ensure accessibility. According to
ADAAG standards, slopes above 5% are considered ramps,
which may not be usable by some individuals with mobility
issues. By keeping slopes below 5%, the walkways can
provide easy access to a greater number of people.

Playground

One option of the 2010 Americans with Disabilities Act
Accessibility Guidelines for recreation is the use of a
transfer platform to access elevated play areas. The
transfer platform is intended for a child to transfer off their
wheelchair and onto this platform. This transfer platform is
connected to a stair system that allows a child to bump up
the stairs to the higher or elevated play components. The
intent of the design would allow a child to go down a slide,

www.lLipra.org



use a play panel, slide down a pole, etc. However, feedback
indicates that children do not like to get out of their
wheelchairs, and the effort required is strenuous and not
inclusive. The recreational standard also allows a ramp for
accessing the elevated level, providing access to at least 50%
of the play components and is only accessible at one side. To
improve inclusivity, consider installing a ramp system that
extends the full length of the elevated play area, allowing
access to 90% of the components. Other considerations may
include a playful color palette, the use of natural light and
incorporating a quiet space for children who get overwhelmed.
Be sure to also design the play space to include a variety of
play including strength building, manipulative, pretend,
sensory and creative arts play. This aligns with Universal
Design Principles.

Playground Surface

In the 2010 playground standards, the Access Board allowed
the use of engineered wood fiber as an accessible playground
surface. However, it has been determined that with normal use
a wood fiber surface does not stay in place and quickly
becomes inaccessible to children with disabilities using
mobility devices. To be considered an accessible surface, it
has to be maintained on a regular basis.

The Universal Design choice is to install a rubberized
surface or artificial grass. This surface meets not only
safety impact standards for falls but provides a surface that
does not require constant care to maintain its usability.
This design offers a smooth transition and easy access to
the playground surface providing adequate space to
approach these areas.

Swings

Consider locating the swing set across from the playground
that is separated by a walkway. Designing the swings in
this location provides safety in equitable use. Like the
playground, the swing area should have a rubberized
surface up to and even with the walkway surface and large
entry spaces. This location, separate from the playground,
allows for safety from children accidentally running in front
of someone swinging. Add swings with back and neck
support designed for a person with a more severe physical
disability. Newer swings that allow the parent to swing
opposite the child in the accessible swing are now
available.

Elevate

Your Outdoor Space

Enhance your parks, schools, community centers,
and outdoor areas with turnkey solutions from
the company you trust. Our park and playground
equipment offer endless opportunities for
imaginative play, physical activity, and social
interaction. Provide play areas and seating with our
shade and shelter options, creating inviting spaces
for relaxation and social gatherings. Plus, our site
furnishings add functionality and style, completing
the overall look of your outdoor environment.
Ready to elevate your space?

' ‘
‘%eslgn ¢ Build ¢ PLAY!
CUNNINGHAM RECREATION

800.438.2780 | cunninghamrec.com
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Raised Water Feature and Garden Bed

A park offering a raised garden bed with a water feature
addresses the need for tactile experiences that all children
crave. The water flows out of a bubbling fountain at one
end of the raised garden bed. The water cascades down
into a trough at the side of the raised bed and flows to the
other end. The heights at the beginning of the fountain
are higher and easier for a taller person or a person with
back issues to touch the water. The water trough gently
slopes until it is at a height that a child, short adult or a
person in a wheelchair could easily touch. These height
variations allow natural interaction with the water at the
easiest height for an individual. Parents of children with
autism suggested this enhancement of the design to allow
for increased ability to explore and be more tactile.
Consider adding outlined impressions of sticks, leaves,
pinecones and nuts to create outlines that people can
touch while putting their hand in or near the water. The
intent is to provide a tactile experience for everyone,
especially a person who is blind or has low vision.

Other considerations could be interactive elements that
spray water into a bowl! that collects the fountain flow.
Interactive panels can also be used that only require a
touch or light pressure to activate. To better serve people
with different types of abilities and reaches, the activation
plates are located at various heights for someone in a
wheelchair or a person sitting on the ledge or the ground
so a child or adult just steps on it or could even roll over it
with their wheelchair. These various ways to activate
elements provides the opportunity for everyone to
participate.

Picnic Tables and Shelter

Consider a small shelter with fixed mounted picnic tables.
To provide options for a person using a wheelchair,
minimally have two of the three picnic tables be
accessible. Locate one picnic table in the direct sun while
the other one is under a shade structure. These locations
give individuals options as to what is more comfortable for
them. Some individuals taking certain medicines must
avoid direct sunlight due to extreme sensitivity. Other
determinations would be related to comfort and protection
from the elements.

A= terrabilt.

wayfinding solutions

Signing that guides,
informs, interprets —
to enhance the visitor

Sustainable, green manufactured
exhibit, kiosk and sign structures

TAKING GREE
[TONEW HEIGHTS

Industry standard sign material
options - with 10 year warranty
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experience

Planning and signage design for
parks, trails and preserves

‘——*77

Map designs that give a clear
picture of trails and resources
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Overall Grounds Design

A park is used by local residents as well as by people
driving to the park. The parking and the walkways should
provide minimum slopes to allow for easy access.

If the park is located near a moderately busy street, the
site designer should consider including a slight berm at the
park's edge, along with fencing and plantings on top. This
design solution allows for the park to remain open while
also providing a visual barrier and an intuitive boundary.
The slope of the berm naturally helps slow down a running
child, allowing a parent or caretaker to catch up to them.
This is a major concern shared by all parents, especially
those of children who are runners.

There are countless beautifully designed Universal Play
Spaces throughout lllinois that Allow Access for All and
include Multigenerational play! We must applaud our
achievements and strive to create universally inclusive
environments for everyone to participate in!

Consider visiting some of these parks & playgrounds with
“Universal Design” Principles incorporated.

Woodridge Park District's Forest Glen Park

Park District of Oak Park's Rehm Park

Pleasant Dale Park District's Soehrman Park

Elmhurst Park District's Butterfield Park

Streamwood Park District's Jaycee Park

Oakbrook Park District's Central Park's Universal
Playground

Lisle Park District's Discovery Playground

Darien Park District's Possibilities Playground

Champaign Park District Eisner Park

DeKalb Park District Hopkins Park

New Lenox Community Park District Heatherglen Park

Barrington Park District's Citizens Park Pepper Family
Tree House
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Designing an outdoor playground requires considering both form and function. It
involves careful consideration of various factors, such as safety, durability,
maintenance, and environmental impact. Synthetic turf, also known as artificial
grass, has emerged as a superior material for playground surfaces, offering a range

of benefits that make it an excellent choice for creating safe, well-designed, and

enjoyable play areas.
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INNOVATIVE
DESIGN:

Plainfield Park District Embraces
Synthetic Turf for Playgrounds

By Dwayne Branum, General Manager, ForeverLawn Chicago

ForeverLawn, who is celebrating 20 years in business, has
seen more and more agencies implement synthetic turf over
traditional playground surfaces. The use of synthetic turf in
many markets has increased significantly in the past 10
years. Nationally, in the early 2000s, usage on playgrounds
specifically was minimal. However, by 2017 synthetic turf
usage on playgrounds exceeded 1 million square feet, and
as of 2023 was just under 3 million square feet.

Synthetic turf is continually finding its home in lllinois
parks. Plainfield Park District has incorporated
ForeverLawn's Playground Grass™ into several playgrounds
over the past few years. Bob Collins, Plainfield's director of
planning, says they've been turning to turf because “it looks
great, is safe, and fully ADA accessible.”

www.lLipra.org
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Why Surfaces Matter
Safety is a top priority when designing any
playground, and synthetic turf excels in this area.

A nationwide study’ that focused on playground
equipment and surfacing conducted several safety
tests and concluded that playgrounds that utilized
loose-fill and rubber unitary surfaces showed
serious shortcomings, especially when it came to
higher fall heights. Some of the results were
unsettling, including findings that 75% of loose-
fill playground surfacing material had been
displaced from its intended location at the time of
testing, and that 40% of loose-fill material had
deteriorated surrounding each play structure it
was intended to protect.

The study concluded that “it is critical for
owner/operators and consumers to be aware of
playground safety, maintenance, and the
importance of having an appropriate surfacing
material under and around all play structures.”

“We use turf at our community parks whenever
we update them, said Collins. “We've been very
happy with the turf to date. It seems to hold up

ITEM RANKING
Cleanliness 9.2
Overall Appearance & Appeal 8.7
Overall Fun Factor 8.7
Socialization Spaces 8.2
Regular Maintenance 8.0
Safe Play Elements that Look Risky 7.8
Design/Elements for All Ages 7.7

better than rubber and it has great safety and
ADA performance.”

ForeverLawn has completed extensive research
on Playground surfaces, compiling data into a
Whitepaper “Why Playground grass is the
Superior Choice, and the Evolution of Play
Spaces.” This research thoroughly outlines
trends of where the market has been and where
the market is going. In the search for more ideal
safety surfaces to exceed vs. meet ASTM
Attenuation and Fall Height Requirements, as
well as the desire to increase outdoor play
among children AND meet the needs of today's
playground design trends, synthetic turf has
become the safety surface of choice among city
planners, playground decision makers, designers
and end users. Because synthetic turf has
performed so well on athletic fields, more and
more designers are specifying it for playgrounds.

Below is a ranking of the feedback attained from
agency decision makers across the playground
industry which help lead to the development of
specific turf products focused on playgrounds
that focus on safety and inclusivity.

ITEM RANKING
Passive Spaces 7.7
Safety and Age Appropriate Signage 7.7
Active Spaces 7.5
Natural Play Elements 6.7
Strict Safety Factors/Such as Fall Height Compliance 6.3
Allergen-Free 6.2
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Playground Grass™ is making play accessible for all kids.
Crafted with careful consideration and components.
Playground grass is firm, stable, ADA accessible and
antistatic ensuring no kid is left behind. By considering
aspects such as wheelchair accessibility, antistatic
accommodations, and sensory management Playground
Grass products create space where all children can
experience free, creative play together.

“Accessibility is the top feature of Playground Grass. Hands
down,” said Shane Hamilton, Director of Parks & Facilities,
Carol Stream Park District. “I was never in this world [of
accessibility] until | had a child with special needs.”

We're seeing a trend of people looking at alternative
surfaces — mainly synthetic turf products — because they
are very accessible and add sensory elements”.

Synthetic turf provides a soft, cushioned surface that

reduces the risk of injuries from falls, a crucial feature for
areas where children play. Many synthetic turf systems
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include padding or shock-absorbing layers beneath the
surface, enhancing protection and meeting or exceeding
safety standards set by organizations such as ASTM
(American Society for Testing and Materials) and IPEMA
(International Play Equipment Manufacturers Association).

Durability and Resilience for the Long Term
Collins appreciates the durability of synthetic turf. “Some
rubber play surfaces at key community park sites were
cracking and wearing out. We tried turf at one site as a test
and found it to be superior, so we've begun using it at
community parks as noted above when we renovate them,”
he explained. “Synthetic turf has held up well, even in high
wear areas, and it provides a safe and enhanced ADA
accessible experience.”

Outdoor playgrounds endure constant use and exposure to
the elements. Synthetic turf is highly durable and can
withstand heavy foot traffic without wearing down. Unlike
natural grass, which can become muddy, patchy, and
uneven, synthetic turf remains consistently lush and even

www.lLipra.org



throughout the year. It is also resistant to various weather
conditions, including UV rays, rain, and extreme
temperatures, ensuring a long lifespan with minimal
degradation.

Low Maintenance = Time Savings

Something to strongly consider when designing an outdoor
playground is care and maintenance. A standout feature of
synthetic turf is its self-sufficiency. Synthetic turf requires
only occasional grooming to remove debris. This ease of
maintenance makes synthetic turf a cost-effective option in
the long term, reducing the need for constant upkeep and
repairs.

Regular maintenance with a blower, brush, and/or sweeper
should be performed to remove dirt or debris, which
accumulates on the turf from use. Based on location and
frequency of use, this should be done regularly to avoid
excessive accumulation. Groom with a plastic leaf rake,
stiff bristled push broom, or power broom to help keep the
grass looking fresh. While not required, an occasional rinse
with water will keep the grass clean.

It's Green in More Than One Way

Although synthetic turf is made from artificial materials, it
offers several environmental advantages. ForeverLawn has
creatively crafted their products for a better world. For
instance, the environmentally friendly backing utilizes all
natural bioproducts, a 100% renewable resource, and
recycled materials from Project Yellowstone. Additionally,
synthetic turf conserves water, an important consideration in
drought-prone areas. Many modern synthetic turfs are also
designed to be recyclable, contributing to sustainability
efforts.

For years agencies have gone with alternative surfaces like
pour in place which brings maintenance and repair cost over
time, plus costly disposal fees when it must be removed.
ForeverLawn has, and continues to partner with agencies for
creative solutions, such as gaining approval to use pour in
place as the impact attenuation layer helping eliminate
disposal cost, and increase aesthetic appeal with a longer
lasting, environmentally friendly turf product.

SAVE THE DATE!
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Aesthetic and Functional Appeal for Timeless
Designs

What makes Playground Grass™ a great design solution is
its adaptability. It conforms to flat surfaces as well as
unique installations such as over hills and playground

mounds. One example of this is Plainfield's new Wheatland

Park opening in the Fall of 2024. The park will feature a
customized design in the 2-5-year-old area incorporating
various custom colors of Playground Grass, PlayMounds™,
and Funserts™. “Wheatland Park already features a
traditional playground in the existing southern areas,
explained Collins. “So, we wanted to create a unique,
nature-themed play experience in the expanded north
section.”

Synthetic turf fulfills a tactile experience many children
seek on playgrounds today. It can provide a consistently
green and customized appearance, featuring vibrant colors
with visually appealing surfaces that encourage children to
enter a world of imaginative play. This aesthetic appeal,
combined with functional benefits, like antimicrobial and
antistatic technology manufactured into the blades, make
synthetic turf an ideal choice for outdoor playground
design.

Plainfield's playground users have been very receptive to
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synthetic turf. “We have received positive feedback for
accessibility and the natural turf look,” said Collins.
Which is a testament to the park district's community-
focused objectives.

In conclusion, synthetic turf offers a combination of
safety, durability, low maintenance, environmental
benefits, and aesthetic appeal, making it an excellent
material for designing outdoor playgrounds. Its many
advantages ensure that playgrounds remain safe,
functional, and attractive spaces for children and families
to enjoy.

1. Market intel and case study work has shown some agencies are still choosing
alternative surfaces. Respondents viewed pea gravel as strictly a price play,
mainly considered only when dealing with strict budget constraints. They
indicated that wood-based materials and rubber mulch were one step up from
pea gravel in quality for a safety surface but still less than ideal because of the
tendency for it to be displaced, the “dirty” factor and choke hazards. Next came
rubber tiles, synthetic turf and poured-in-place. The ultimate in quality and
performance in respondent's minds is synthetic turf specifically designed for
playgrounds with a safety foam or pad underneath the turf to cushion falls. As
more markets continue to utilize synthetic turf for its aesthetic appeal, longevity,
ADA accommodations, safety rating and environmentally friendliness benefits we
believe more agencies will move toward and plan for synthetic turf on their
playgrounds.National Study of Playground Equipment and Surfacing.” Source:
The National Program for Playground Safety (March, 2019)
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PARK ° STREET ° CAMP
SITE PRODUCTS

Across our different product lines we offer
hundreds of choices in style, size,
features, materials and colors.

Commercial quality products able to
withstand years of use and exposure.

Made in the USA since 1959.

RJ Thomas Mfg. Co., Inc.
Cherokee, lowa
800-762-5002
www.pilotrock.com

customerservice@rjthomas.com

SIGN SOLUTIONS

HPL PANELS + HARDWARE MOUNTS

888-464-9663 | izoneimaging.com
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Once a thriving 18-hole golf course \
decades ago, the Nelson Park Golf Course :
in Decatur, Illinois faced a challenging / { .

future as it struggled with low attendance ~ ‘
numbers and increased operational costs. - 3
However, through a bold and innovative \
approach by the Decatur Park District, the
site was transformed into a thriving .
recreational hub, attracting over 150,000 X
guests every summer.
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T Declining interest in traditional golf, a shrinking local
LY population, increasing operational costs, and a slower
rate of income growth in Decatur were among the key
reasons that led to the challenging decision to
repurpose the Nelson Golf Course. The need for capital
{ expenditures, such as cart path extensions, parking lot
\ projects, golf cart replacements, HVAC improvements,
STt equipment replacements, and irrigation system

updates, further highlighted the financial strain
associated with maintaining the course.

Seeking professional insights, the staff and park board
of commissioners at the Decatur Park District engaged
with ERA Golf Studies to assess the market dynamics
and determine a course of action. The study revealed

With the influx of over
150,000 guests every
summer, the once-
strugglihg Nelson Golf
Course has been
agmed to offer an array
of experlences from

ER
armnily-friendly activities
- and entertainment. -

- e

that the primary golf market in Decatur was oversupplied

by 1-2 public 18-hole courses, indicating a surplus of #
courses that severely impacted golf rounds and revenue
generation. The closure of one or more courses was

projected to result in an increase in rounds and revenue at

the remaining courses, emphasizing the need for strategic
decision-making to ensure the sustainability of golfing

facilities in the region.

With a deep understanding of the economic and
operational challenges facing the Nelson Golf Course, the
visionaries behind the transformation saw an opportunity
to revitalize the space and create a destination that would
resonate with a broader audience. The park board of
commissioners made the difficult but necessary decision to
close the Nelson Golf Course on February 19, 2009,
paving the way for a new chapter in the site's
redevelopment.
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THE

DEVON .

LAKESHORE
AMPHITHEATER

In 2011, the Nelson Park Redevelopment Plan was
adopted, setting the stage for the transformation of the
former golf course into a multifunctional recreational
complex that would cater to diverse leisure interests. The
strategic vision to repurpose the site into attractions such
as Splash Cove Water Park, Overlook Adventure Park Mini
Golf and Ropes Course, and the Devon Lakeshore
Amphitheater not only brought new life into the space but
also created a dynamic hub for community engagement
and entertainment.

The development of the Overlook Adventure Park Mini Golf
and Ropes Course in 2014 added a dynamic element to
the recreational offerings the Decatur Park District already
provided. The mini-golf course features thirty-six holes of
professionally themed mini-golf holes that provide a
challenging yet enjoyable experience for all ages. The
three-story ropes course elevates the sense of adventure
and outdoor recreation. The course includes a ground level
children's course and an elevated rope course complete
with a zip line. The combination of these quality
attractions encouraged active, family-friendly fun and the
community began to see the area as a must-visit
destination.

The creation of the Devon Lakeshore Amphitheater in
2019, added a new, unique amenity for the community
and has brought a new level of tourism to the revitalized
park. Thanks to a generous gift from the Howard G. Buffett
Foundation, the 3,400-seat amphitheater became the

28 lllinois Parks & Recreation

summer venue for live concerts, community events, and
performing arts, drawing in crowds that enjoy a diverse
entertainment line-up. Artists such as Lainey Wilson, Kevin
Costner, REO Speedwagon, Cheap Trick, Trace Adkins, and
hundreds of others have already graced the stage at the
Devon. Other top-notch tribute acts have been another hit
that often results in a Thursday through Sunday schedule
that does not stop from Memorial Day to Labor Day. In the
beginning, we struggled to connect with booking agencies
to play a new, unknown venue. Now, the Devon is on the
map and word has made its way back to the entertainment
communities in Nashville, Los Angeles, and New York.
Artists who have played in Decatur rave about the
experience, the setting, and the service the amazing team
at the Devon and our park district provide.

Many of the shows each summer also bring in guests from
surrounding states that patronize our local hotels,
restaurants, gas stations, etc., making it a powerful
economic driver for the community. Several hotels have
now purchased shuttle buses so that they can transport
guests to and from the Devon Amphitheater. Boaters drop
anchor on the backside of the Devon and listen to concerts
as well. It is not uncommon to see up to fifty boats
anchored for some of the larger concerts. The scenic
location on Lake Decatur, combined with an open-air
setting, made it a unique and memorable spot for
gathering and enjoying performances.

www.lLipra.org
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In 2021 Splash Cove Water Park brought a new level of
excitement to the area, offering families a fun and
refreshing way to beat the summer heat. The main
attraction at Splash Cove is a unique set of four water
slides designed by Klarer Switzerland. They include the
Fallstart, a drop style slide, the Infinity Jump slide which
includes several videowalls integrated into the slide that
display storyline that the rider chooses upon entry to the
slide, the Freestyle waterslide where a rider stands and
surfs down the slide, and the Racer slide, a three-lane
slide where you and two of your friends participate in a
timed race to the bottom!

Splash Cove also features a 306,000-gallon, nine lane
competition pool complete with one meter and three-meter
diving boards, a rock wall, and a zip-line. A zero-depth
entry pool complete with a children's play structure and
the iconic dump bucket, and a two-thousand-foot lazy
river. Splash Cove has become a beloved attraction for
locals and visitors alike. The water park's success not only
provided a much-needed amenity to replace an outdated
well-style pool but has also contributed to the local
economy. Splash Cove attracts patrons not only from
Central lllinois but from surrounding communities as well.
The park created over one-hundred and twenty job
opportunities for lifeguards, concession employees, aquatic
attendants, and customer service employees. The complex
is so large that twenty-four lifeguards are required to be on
deck when the facility is open.

T /
L)

—

Other park amenities include a large playground complete
with turf located between Splash Cove and Overlook
Adventure Park that is open year-round to the public. There
are also two retail establishments including the park
district's own Over the Top Ice Cream Shop serving creamy
Tillamook Ice Cream and Del Carmen's Pizza, a local
favorite, opened earlier this year.

The success of the transformation of the Nelson Golf
Course into a multifaceted recreational complex
demonstrates the power of adaptive reuse and creative
urban planning. By repurposing the underutilized golf
course, the Decatur Park District was able to give life into
the area, stimulating economic growth, and creating a
vibrant center for entertainment and leisure.

With the influx of over 150,000 guests every summer, the
once-struggling Nelson Golf Course has been reimagined to
offer an array of experiences, from thrilling water
adventures to family-friendly activities and entertainment.
The site's transformation serves as a testament to the
potential for revitalization in the face of decline,
showcasing how strategic redevelopment can create
dynamic spaces that enrich communities and attract
visitors from near and far. Closing the Nelson Park golf
course was not an easy decision. However, we now have a
unique recreational destination, and the two remaining golf
courses, Red Tail Run and Hickory Point, are thriving and
continue to generate strong revenue streams each year.
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IPDLAF+
CLASS

lllinois Park District Liquid Asset
Fund Plus is sponsored by the Illinois
Association of Park Districts and the
lllinois Park & Recreation Association

Partnerships
marctter.

It's always good to have a partner when it
comes to investing—one you can count on
in all types of challenging situations.

At IPDLAF+ Class, our professional team
bases its investment philosophy on safety
and preservation of principal so that we
can assist you in any investment climate.

Why rely on us? Learn more at IPDLAF.org
or talk with our representative, Michelle Binns.

Michelle Binns, Senior Managing Consultant
312.523.2428 | binnsm@pfmam.com

This information s for institutional investor use only, not for further
distribution to retail investors, and does not represent an offer to sell or a
solicitation of an offer to buy or sell any fund or other security. Investors
should consider the Trust's investment objectives, risks, charges and
expenses before investing in the Trust. This and other information about
the Trust is available in the Trust's current Information Statement, which
should be read carefully before investing. A copy of the Trust’s Information
Statement may be obtained by calling 1-800-731-6870 for the IlIT Class and
1-800-731-6830 for the IPDLAF+ Class and is also available on the Trust's
websites at www.iiit.us and www.ipdlaf.org. While both the IlIT and IPDLAF+
Classes of the lllinois Portfolio seek to maintain a stable net asset value of
$1.00 per share and the lllinois TERM series seek to achieve a net asset
value of $1.00 per share at its stated maturity, it is possible to lose money
investing in the Trust. An investment in the Trust is not insured or guaranteed
by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or any other government
agency. Shares of the Trust are distributed by PFM Fund Distributors,
Inc., member Financial Industry Requlatory Authority (FINRA) (www.finra.
org) and Securities Investor Protection Corporation (SIPC) (www.sipc.org).
PFM Fund Distributors, Inc. is an affiliate of PFM Asset Management LLC.



ACCOUNTANTS

Lauterbach & Amen, LLP
Ron Amen
ramen@lauterbachamen.com
668 N. River Rd.

Naperville, IL 60563
www.lauterbachamen.com
630-393-1483

Sikich LLP

Anthony Cervini
anthony.cervini@sikich.com
1415 W Diehl Rd., Suite 400
Naperville, IL 60563
www.sikich.com
630-566-8574

AQUATICS

Halogen Supply Company, Inc.
Rich Hellget
hrhellgeth@halogensupply.com
4653 W. Lawrence Ave.
Chicago, IL 60630-2532
www.halogensupply.com
773-286-6300

Spear Corporation

Sam Blake
sblake@spearcorp.com
12966 N. County Rd., 50 W
Roachdale, IN 46172
WWW.Spearcorp.com
765-577-3100

Vortex Aquatic Structures Intl.
Ryan Eccle
sreccles@vortex-intl.com
11024 Bailey Rd., Unit C
Cornelius, NC 28031
www.vortex-intl.com
877-586-7839

ARCHITECTS/ENGINEERS

BFW Engineering & Testing Inc.
Mark Thompson
mthompson@bfwengineers.com
500 S. 17th St.

Paducah, KY 42003
www.bfwengineers.com
270-443-1995

CORPORATE/ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 'APD

Dewberry Architects Inc.
Jeffrey Keppler
jkeppler@dewberry.com
132 N. York St., Suite 2C
Elmhurst, IL 60126
www.dewberry.com
847-841-0587

DLA Architects, Ltd.
Lou Noto
|.noto@dla-Itd.com

2 Pierce PI., Suite 1300
ltasca, IL 60143
www.dla-Itd.com
847-742-4063

Eriksson Engineering Associates
Michael Renner
mrenner@eea-ltd.com

145 Commerce Dr., Suite A
Grayslake, IL 60030-7834
www.eea-ltd.com
847-223-4804

FGM Architects, Inc.

John Dzarnowski
johnd@fgmarchitects.com
1211 W. 22nd St., Suite 705
Oak Brook, IL 60523
www.fgmarchitects.com
630-574-8300

Gewalt Hamilton Associates, Inc.

Tom Rychlik
trychlik@gha-engineers.com
625 Forest Edge Dr.

Vernon Hills, IL 60061-4104
www.gha-engineers.com
847-478-9700

HR Green, Inc.

Ajay Jain

ajain@hrgreen.com

1391 Corporate Dr., Suite 203
McHenry, IL 60050
www.hrgreen.com
815-759-8331

TRIA Architecture

James Petrakos, AlA, LEED AP
jpetrakos@tria-arch.com

901 McClintock Dr., Suite 100
Burr Ridge, IL 60527
630-455-4500

lllinois Association of Park Districts

Wight & Company
Robert ljams
rijams@wightco.com
2500 N. Frontage Rd.
Darien, IL 60561
www.wightco.com
630-739-6644

Williams Architects, Ltd.

Karen Lellios
ktlellios@williams-architects.com
500 Park Blvd., Suite 800
ltasca, IL 60143

630-221-1212

WT Group

Troy Triphahn
ttriphahn@wtgroup.com
2675 Pratum Ave.
Hoffman Estates, IL 60192
www.wtengineering.com
224-293-6333

ATTORNEYS

Ancel Glink

Derke Price
dprice@ancelglink.com
140 S. Dearborn St., 6th Fl
Chicago, IL 60603
www.ancelglink.com
312-782-7606

Ice Miller LLP

Shelly Scinto
shelly.scinto@icemiller.com

200 W Madison St., Suite 3500
Chicago, IL 60606-3417
www.icemiller.com/
312-726-8116

Robbins Schwartz

Steven Adams
sadams@robbins-schwartz.com
190 S La Salle St., Suite 2550
Chicago, IL 60603
www.robbins-schwartz.com
312-332-7760
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CORPORATE/ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

lllinois Association of Park Districts

Tressler LLP

Andrew Paine
apaine@tresslerllp.com
233 S. Wacker Dr., 61st Fl
Chicago, IL 60606
www.tresslerllp.com
312-627-4154

BACKGROUND CHECKS

NCS

David Rye
davidr@ncsisafe.com

1807 Broadway St. NE, #300
Minneapolis, MN 55413
www.ssci2000.com/
802-829-1516

BRONZE PLAQUES/STATUES

Bronze Memorial Company
Rick Gurrieri
bronzememco@gmail.com
1805 Beach St.

Broadview, IL 60155
http://bronzememco.com
773-276-7972

CONSTRUCTION
MANAGEMENT

F.H. Paschen

Caitlin Lahey
clahey@fhpaschen.com
5515 N East River Rd
Chicago, IL 60656
708-475-7169

Frederick Quinn Corporation
Jack Hayes
jhayes@fquinncorp.com
103 S. Church St.

Addison, IL 60101-3746
www.fquinncorp.com
630-628-8500

Henry Bros. Co.

Marc Deneau
mdeneau@henrybros.com
3217 Bellwood Ln

9821 South 78th Avenue
Hickory Hills, IL 60457
www.henrybros.com
708-430-5400
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Lamp Incorporated
lan Lamp
ilamp@lampinc.net
460 N Grove Ave
Elgin, IL 60120
www.lampinc.net
847-741-7220

V3 Companies

Scott Brejcha
Shrejcha@v3co.com
7325 Janes Ave.
Woodridge, IL 60517
www.v3co.com
630-729-6334

W.B. Olson

John Emser
emser@wbo.com
3235 Arnold Lane
Northbrook, IL 60062
847-498-3800

CONSULTANTS

Anthony Roofing - Tecta America
Corey Fratus
cfratus@tectaamerica.com

2555 White Oak Circle

Aurora, IL 60502
www.tectaamerica.com
630-515-5554

aQity Research & Insights, Inc.
Jeff Andreasen
j.-andreasen@agityresearch.com
1330-B Sherman Ave.
Evanston, IL 60201
www.aqityresearch.com
847-424-4171, ext 218

Forvis, LLP

Donna EkI
donna.ekl@forvis.com
1532 S. Surrey Lane
Arlington Heights, IL 60005
www.forvis.com
847-863-3316

ENERGY MANAGEMENT

ComEd Energy Efficiency Program
Chris McCabe
cmccabe@resource-innovations.com
2011 Swift Drive

Oak Brook, IL 60523-1580
www.ComEd.com/PublicSectorEE
630-480-8132

Seven Utility Management Consultants
Dale Snyder

dsnyder@sevenutility.com

7704 Oakridge Rd.

North Little Rock, AR 72116
www.sevenutility.com

501-835-3142

Trane

Jon Dunlap
jon.dunlap@trane.com
7100 South Madison St.
Willowbrook, IL 60527
www.trane.com
630-277-1894

ENTERTAINMENT

Record-A-Hit Entertainment
Katie Morrill
kmorrill@recordahit.com
1380 Brummel Av.e

Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
www.recordahit.com
847-690-1100

EXERCISE EQUIPMENT

Matrix Fitness

Kevin Kingston
kevin.kingston@matrixfitness.com
1600 Landmark Drive

Cottage Grove, WI 53527
www.matrixfitness.com
773-919-7370

FINANCE

Baird Public Finance

Dalena Welkomer
dwelkomer@rwbaird.com
300 East Fifth Ave., Ste 200
Naperville, IL 60563
630-778-9857




Speer Financial, Inc.
Aaron Gold
agold@speerfinancial.com
230 W Monroe, Ste 2630
Chicago, IL 60606
www.speerfinancial.com
312-780-2280

StifelOne

Thomas Reedy
reedyt@stifel.com

N. Wacker Dr., Suite 3400
Chicago, IL 60606
312-423-8245

FLOORING

Sport Court Midwest

Jon O'Boyle
customerservice@courtofsport.com
747 N Church Rd., Suite G10
Elmhurst, IL 60126
www.courtofsport.com
630-350-8652

INSURANCE

Park District Risk Management Agency
(PDRMA)

Brett Davis

bdavis@pdrma.org

2033 Burlington Ave.

Lisle, IL 60532-1646

www.pdrma.org

630-769-0332

INVESTMENTS

PFM Asset Management
Michelle Binns
binnsm@pfmam.com
18 N Greenwood Ave.
Park Ridge, IL 60068
www.pfm.com
312-523-2428

PMA Financial Network, LLC
Courtney Soesbe
csoesbe@pmanetwork.com
2135 City Gate Ln., 7th Fl
Naperville, IL 60563
www.pmanetwork.com
630-657-6421

CORPORATE/ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 'APD

LAND PRESERVATION

ILM Environments

Lisa Woolford
Iwoolford@ilmenvironments.com
110 Le Baron St.

Waukegan, IL 60085
www.ilmenvironments.com
847-244-6662

Openlands

Gerald Adelmann
jdigiovanna@openlands.org

25 E Washington St., Suite 1650
Chicago, IL 60602
www.openlands.org
312-863-6250

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

Confluence

Craig Soncrant
csoncrant@thinkconfluence.com
307 N Michigan Ave. #601
Chicago, IL 60601
312-663-5494 x809

Hitchcock Design Group

Bill Inman
binman@hitchcockdesigngroup.com
22 E Chicago Ave., Suite 200

APO Box 5126

Naperville, IL 60540
www.hitchcockdesigngroup.com
630-961-1787

JSD Professional Services, Inc.

Lori Vierow

lori.vierow@jsdinc.com

1400 East Touhy Avenue, Suite 215
Des Plaines, IL 60018-3339
www.jsdinc.com/

312-644-3379

lllinois Association of Park Districts

LANDSCAPE
SERVICES/SUPPLIES

Balanced Environments, Inc.
Nichole Kleber-Bustamante
nbustamante@
balancedenvironmentsinc.com
17950 W. IL Rte. 173

Old Mill Creek, IL 60083
www.balancedenvironmentsinc.com
847-395-7120

Kankakee Nursery Co.

Pete Worth
petew@kankakeenursery.com
PO Box 288

Aroma Park, IL 60910
779-937-9358

McGinty Bros., Inc. Lawn & Tree Care
Brian McGinty
brian@mcgintybros.com

3744 E Cuba Rd

Long Grove, IL 60047
www.mcgintybros.com
847-438-5161

LIGHTING

Shinetoo Lighting USA LLC
Lucy Lee
lucy@shine2sportslighting.com
708 Armstrong Dr.

Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
www.shine2sportslighting.com
847-899-1678

MAINTENANCE PRODUCTS

Buck Services, Inc.
Amanda Laughlin
amanda@buckservices.com
401 Industrial Dr. West
Chicago, IL 60185
www.buckservices.com
302-876-8184

Midwest Mechanical

Chad Powell
Chad.powell@midwestmech.com
801 Parkview Blvd.

Lombard, IL 60148
847-561-3335
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CORPORATE/ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

lllinois Association of Park Districts

PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS

Cunningham Recreation
Michele Breakfield
michele@cunninghamrec.com
2020 Calamos Court, Ste 200
Naperville, IL 60563
www.cunninghamrec.com
800-438-2780

Kompan

Tiffanie Sperling
tifspe@kompan.com
24307 Apple Tree Ln.
Plainfield, IL 60585
www.kompan.com
331-260-2821

NuToys Leisure Products
Sheilah Wasielewski
sheilahw@nutoys4fun.com
915 Hillgrove

LaGrange, IL 60525
www.nutoys4fun.com
708-579-9055

Team REIL Inc.
John Cederlund
john@getreil.com
17421 Marengo Rd.
Union, IL 60180
www.getreil.com
888-438-7345

SAFETY PROGRAMS

lllinois Public Risk Fund
Robert Buhs

rbuhs@iprf.com

7851 W. 185th St., Suite 101
Tinley Park, IL 60477-6296
www.iprf.com

708-429-6300

SHELTERS

Norwalk Concrete Industries
Dalton Vaughan
dvaughan@nciprecast.com
80 Commerce Dr.

Norwalk, OH 44857
www.nciprecast.com
800-733-3624
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SITE FURNISHINGS

Anything Weather Communications, Inc.

Gregg Potter
gregg@anythingweather.com
77806 Flora Rd., Suite B
Palm Desert, CA 92211
www.istrikealerts.com
760-459-2079

iZone Imaging

Stephnie Coufal
scoufal@izoneimaging.com
2526 Charter Oak Dr., Suite 100
Temple, TX 76502-4863
www.izoneimaging.com
254-314-8249

Larson Equipment Company
Dave Dillon
ddillon@larsoncompany.com
1000 E State Pkwy - Unit F
Schaumburg, IL 60173
www.larsoncompany.com
847-705-0460

Signarama Buffalo Grove
Yav Boziloff
sales@signsofchicago.com
350 Lexington Dr.

Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
www.signsofchicago.com
847-215-1535

SURFACING MATERIALS

ForeverLawn Chicago

Justin Lettenberger
justin@chicago.foreverlawn.com
3438 Colony Bay Dr.

Rockford, IL 61109-2560
www.foreverlawnchicago.com
779-368-0251

TECHNOLOGY

Tiny Mobile Robots

Drew Carl
dc@tinymobilerobots.com

1634 Cobb International Blvd. NW
Kennesaw, GA 30152
888-811-8444

UKG

Mark Cline
mark.cline@ukg.com
4645 Boulevard Place
Indianapolis, IN 46208
317-910-2167

TRANSPORTATION

Monroe Truck Equipment

Rosie Katzenberger
rkatzenberger@monroetruck.com
1051 W. 7th St.

Monroe, WI 53566
www.monroetruck.com
608-329-8112

WEB DEVELOPMENT

McDaniels Marketing

Randall McDaniels
rmcdaniels@mcdmarketing.com
11 Olt Ave.

Pekin, IL 61554
www.mcdanielsmarketing.com
309-346-4230

Please contact Alan Howard at
ahoward@ilparks.org for updates or changes
to your corporate member listing.




AQUATICS

AQUA PURE ENTERPRISES, LLC.
Deborah Todnerver

1404 Joliet Rd. Ste A

Romeoville, IL 60446
apei@aquapure-il.com
630-771-1310 PH
aquapure-il.com

BURBACH AQUATICS
Roger Schamberger
5974 Highway 80 S.
Platteville, W1 53818
baae@centurytel.net
608-348-3262 PH
burbachaquatics.com

CHICAGOLAND POOL MANAGEMENT
Leslie Clark

1612 Ogden Ave

Lisle, IL 60532
kurtis.bailey@chicagoland-pmg.com
630-689-9999 PH
chicagoland-pmg.com

JEFF ELLIS AND ASSOCIATES, INC.
Joe Stefanyak

PO Box 2160

Windermere, FL 34786
joe.stefanyak@ijellis.com
407-401-7120PH

jellis.com

JUST IN TIME POOL & SPA
Michael Butkovichs

148 Eisenhower Lane N.
Lombard, IL 60148
justintimepool@yahoo.com
312-622-2223 PH

SPEAR CORPORATION
Brian Spear

12966 N County Road 50 W
Roachdale, IN 46172-9538
bspear@spearcorp.com
765-522-1126 PH
spearcorp.com

VORTEX AQUATIC STRUCTURES
INTERNATIONAL

Scott Stefanc

11024 Bailey Road, Suite C
Cornelius, NC, 28031
sstefanc@vortex-intl.com
877-586-7839 PH
vortex-intl.com

ILLINOIS

PARK & RECREATION ASSOCIATION

IPRA COMMERCIAL MEMBERS @

BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION

BID EVOLUTION

Steve Kulovits

1905 Sequoia Dr.

Suite 201

Aurora, IL 60506
stevek@bidevolution.com
630-450-8360 PH
bidevolution.com

CONCRETE POLYFIX
Steve Kulovits

150 Stevens Dr.

lowa City, IA 52240
adam@concretepolyfix.com
309-761-6398 PH
concretepolyfix.com

FREDERICK QUINN CORP
Jack Hayes

103 S. Church St.
Addison, IL 60101
jhayes@fquinncorp.com
630-628-8500 PH
fquinncorp.com

F.H. PASCHEN

Caitlin Lahey

5515 N East River Rd
Chicago, IL 60142
clahey@fhpaschen.com
773-444-3474 PH
fhpaschen.com

INTEGRAL CONSTRUCTION INC.
Christopher Osinski

320 Rocbhaar Drive

Romeoville, IL 60446
cosinski@buildintegral.com

LAMP INCORPORATED
lan Lamp

460 N. Grove Avenue
Elgin, IL 60120
ilamp@lampinc.net
847-741-7220 (305) PH
lampinc.net

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

APPLE CANYON LAKE PROPERTY
OWNERS ASSOCIATION

Ashlee Miller

14A157 Canyon Club Dr

Apple River, IL 61001-9576
Ashlee.Miller@applecanyonlake.org
815-492-2238 PH
applecanyonlake.org

COOPERATIVE PURCHASING

SOURCEWELL

Jon Henke

202 12th Street NE

PO. Box 219

Staples, MN 56479
Jon.henke@sourcewell-mn.gov
218-541-5102 PH
sourcewell-mn.gov

ENERGY MANAGEMENT

COMED

Amy Populorum

2011 Swift Dr

Oak Brook, IL 60523-1580
Amy.Populorum@ComEd.com
630-891-7430 PH
comed.com

ENTERTAINMENT & EVENT
SERVICES

BASS/SCHULER ENTERTAINMENT
Mia Bass

4055 W Peterson Ave, Ste 206
Chicago, IL 60646-6183
info@bass-schuler.com
773-481-2600 PH
bass-schuler.com

GO APE!

Jacqueline Otto

1100 Ogden Ave.

Western Springs, IL 60558
jacqueline.otto@goape.com
224-762-8657

goape.com

LAKE GENEVA CRUISE LINE
Susan Schindler

812 Wrigley Drive, PO. Box 68
Lake Geneva, WI 53147
susan@glcl.net
262-248-5642 PH
cruiselakegeneva.com

PYROTECNICO
Jonathan Gesse

PO. Box 302

Kingsbury, IN 46345
Jgesse@pyrotecnico.com
219-393-5522 PH
pyrotecnico.com
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THE FORGE ADVENTURE PARKS

Jeremie Bacon

340 River St.

Lemont, IL
60439-7227
info@theforgeparks.com
630-326-3301 PH
theforgeparks.com

FINANCE

5/3 FIFTH THIRD BANK
Sean Patrick Durkin
1151 State St.

Lemont, IL 60439-4200
Sean.Durkin@53.com
630-297-5987 PH
53.com

BMO HARRIS BANK
Robert Santore

111 W Monroe St 5E
Chicago, IL 60603
robert.santore@bmo.com
bmo.com

LAUTERBACH & AMEN, LLP
Ron Amen

668 N. River Road
Naperville, IL 60563
ramen@lauterbachamen.com
630-393-1483 PH
lauterbachamen.com

PFM ASSET MANAGEMENT
Michelle Binns

18 N Greenwood Ave.

Park Ridge, IL 60068

binnsm@pfmam.com
312-523-2428 PH

www.pfm.com

SPEER FINANCIAL
Aaron Gold

230 W. Monroe Street, Suite 2630

Chicago, IL 60606
agold@speerfinancial.com
312-780-2280 PH
speerfinancial.com

STIFEL
Tom Reedy

70 West Madison St. Suite 2400

Chicago, IL 60602
reedyt@stifel.com
312-423-8245 PH
stifel.com
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WINTRUST FINANCIAL CORPORATION
Aimee Briles

9700 W. Higgins Road 4"Floor
Rosemont, IL60018
abriles@wintrust.com

630-560-2120 PH

wintrust.com

EQUIPMENT

TURF RENOVATION MACHINERY, INC.
Roy J Klopping

19858 Eyota Rd

Apple Valley, CA 92308
RoyJKlopping@yahoo.com
562-696-5780 PH
turfrenovationmahinery.com

LANDSCAPE
SERVICES/SUPPLIES/DESIGN

GLI, Inc.

Bridget Clark

1410 Mills Rd

Joliet, IL 60433
bridget@georgeslandscaping.com
815-774-0350 PH

GREEN-UP

Bernard Schroeder
23940 Andrew Road
Plainfield, IL 60585
sandy@green-up.com
815-372-3000 PH
green-up.com

FOREVER GREEN TURF CARE/SHADES
OF GREEN TURF SUPPLY

Scott Basnett

12531 Cedar Lake Rd

Crown Point, IN 46307
laura@forevergreenlc.com
219-365-6778 PH

forevergreenlc.com

REINDERS

Andrew Semancic
W227N6225 Sussex Rd
Sussex, WI 53089
asemancik@reinders.com
800-782-3300 PH
reinders.com

THE DAVEY TREE EXPERT COMPANY
Mandy McCauley

1375 E Woodfield Rd., Ste 204
Schaumburg, IL60173-5424
mandy.mccauley@davey.com
630-422-1870 PH

davey.com

THE MULCH CENTER

Jim Seckelmann

21457 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Deerfield, IL 60015
jim@mulchcenter.com
847-459-7200 PH
mulchcenter.com

LIGHTING

MUSCO SPORTS LIGHTING
Nick Mauer

100 1st Ave W

Oskaloosa, 1A 52577-3244
nick.mauer@musco.com
800-825-6030 PH
musco.com

SHINETOO LIGHTING USA, LLC
Lucy Lee

708 Armstrong Dr

Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
sales@shine2sportslighting.com
224-567-8070 PH
shine2sportslighting.com

MARKETING &
COMMUNICATIONS

EXCEL AERIAL IMAGES, LLC
Eric Lee Wilson, CPRP

1137 E. Woodrow Ave

Lombard, IL 60148
ericlee@excelaerialimageslic.com
224-775-4623 PH
excelaerialimages.com

PCI — PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS INC.
Jackie Rachev

1 E Wacker Dr 24th Floor

Chicago, IL 60601

lets_talk@pcipr.com

312-558-1770 PH

jrachev@pcipr.com

PARKS & PLAYGROUNDS

CUNNINGHAM RECREATION
Michele Breakfield

2020 Calamos Court, Suite 200
Naperville, IL 60563
michele@cunninghamrec.com
800-438-2780 PH
cunninghamrec.com

FIELDTURF USA, INC.
Jonathan Huard

175 N. Industrial Blvd NE
Calhoun, GA 30701
jonathan.huard@fieldturf.com
630-474-9817 PH
fieldturf.com

ILLINOI!
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NUTOYS LEISURE PRODUCTS
Sheilah Wasieleweski

PO Box 7075

Westchester, IL 60154
play@nutoys4fun.com
800-526-6197 PH
https://www.nutoys4fun.com

PLAY DESIGN SCAPES
Gina Wilch

352 Cedar Ln

Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
gina@playdesignscapes.com
224-324-4597 PH
playdesignscapes.com

PLAY ILLINOIS
Mike Maloney

310 N Grant St
Westmont, IL 60559
Mike@playil.com
844-222-9990 PH
info@playil.com

PLAY & PARK STRUCTURES
Patrick Puebla

3602 - 37th Ave., #4
Moline, IL 61265
ppuebla@playandpark.com
573-631-1968 PH
playandpark.com

PLANNING & DESIGN

BACON FARMER AND WORKMAN
ENGINEERING & TESTING INC.
Mark Thompson

500 S 17th St

Paducah, KY 42003-2819
mthompson@bfwengineers.com
270-443-1995 PH
https://bfwengineers.com

CONFLUENCE

Craig Soncrant

307 N. Michigan Ave., #601
Chicago, IL 60601
csoncrant@thinkconfluence.com
312-663-5494 PH
thinkconfluence.com

DEWBERRY ARCHITECTS INC.
Daniel Atilano

132 N York St

Elmhurst, IL60126-3079
datilano@dewberry.com
847-841-0571 PH
dewberry.com

ILLINOIS
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DLA ARCHITECTS, LTD.
Lou Noto

2 Pierce PI., Ste 1300
ltasca, IL 60143-3155
|.noto@dla-Itd.com
847-742-4063 PH
dla-Itd.com

ENGINEERING RESOURCE ASSOCIATES
Kenneth N. Anderson Jr.

35701 West Avenue Suite 150
Warrenville, IL 60555-3264
kanderson@eracounsultants.com
630-393-3060 PH

eracounsultants.com

FEHR GRAHAM

Pat Kelsey

230 Woodlawn Ave
Aurora, IL 60506-5194
pkelsey@fehrgraham.com
630-423-0482 PH
fehrgraham.com

FGM ARCHITECTS

John Dzarnowski

1211 W. 22™Street, Suite 705
Oakbrook, IL 60523
johnd@fgmarchitects.com
630-574-8300 PH
fgmarchitects.com

GEWALT HAMILTON ASSOCIATES
Michael Shrake

625 Forest Edge Drive

Vernon Hills, IL 60061
mshrake@gha-engineers.com
847-478-9700 PH
gha-engineers.com

HITCHCOCK DESIGN GROUP

Bill Inman

225 W. Jefferson Ave

Naperville, IL 60540
binman@hitchcockdesigngroup.com
630-961-1787 PH
hitchcockdesigngroup.com

JSD PROFESSIONAL SERVICES, INC.
Lori Vierow

1400 E Touhy Ave Ste 215

Des Plaines, IL 60018-3339
lori.vierow@jsdinc.com
630-362-6681 PH

jsdinc.com

PLANNING RESOURCES INC.
Darrell Garrison

913 Parkview Blvd

Lombard, IL 60148-3267
dgarrison@planres.com
630-668-3788 PH
planres.com

SMITHGROUP, LLC

Gregg Calpino

35 E. Wacker Drive, Suite 900
Chicago, IL 60601
gregg.calpino@smithgroup.com
312-596-9833 PH
smithgroup.com

WIGHT & COMPANY
Robert ljams

2500 N. Frontage Road
Darien, IL 60561
rijams@wightco.com
630-739-6644 PH
wightco.com

WILLIAMS ARCHITECTS

Karen T. Lellios

500 Park Blvd.

Suite 800

ltasca, IL 60143
ktlellios@williams-architects.com
630-221-1212 PH
williams-architects.com

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

ANCEL GLINK DIAMOND BUSH
DICIANNI & KRAFTHEFER P.C.
Robert Bush

140 S. Dearborn Street 6th Floor
Chicago, IL 60603
rbush@ancelglink.com
312-604-9105 PH
ancelglink.com

BERRYDUNN

Dannielle Wilson

100 Middle St

4th Floor East Tower
Portland, ME 04101
DWilson@BerryDunn.com
207-842-8121 PH
berrydunn.com

HR SOURCE

Christopher Schneider
3025 Highland Parkway
Suite 225

Downers Grove, IL60515
cschneider@hrsource.org
630-963-7600x232 PH
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ILLINOIS PUBLIC RISK FUND
Robert Buhs

7851 W. 185th Street Suite 101
Tinley Park, IL 60477
rbuhs@iprf.com

708-429-6300 PH

iprf.com

PDRMA

Brett Davis

2033 Burlington Avenue
Lisle, IL 60532
bdavis@pdrma.org
630-769-0332 PH
pdrma.org

SIGNAGE

CRAIG MILLER BENCHMARK IMAGING
AND DISPLAY

Craig Miller

221 Lively Blvd

Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
craig@benchmarkimaging.com
847-290-0002 x207 PH
Benchmarkimaging.com

IZONE IMAGING

Brad Huckabay

2526 Charter Oak Dr Suite 100
Temple, TX 76502
bhuckabay@izoneimaging.com
888-464-9663 PH
izoneimaging.com

SIGNARAMA

Yav Boziloff

350 Lexington Dr.
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
don@terrabilt.com
847-215-1535 PH
signsofchicago.com

TERRABILT INC.

Donald Meeker

532 N State Rd.

Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510
don@terrabilt.com
914-341-1500 PH
terrabilt.wolfenwicked.com

SUPPLIES

CHALLENGER TEAMWEAR
Alan Foy

8263 Flint

Lenexa, KS 66214
afoy@challengerteamwear.com
954-646-0211
challengerteamwear.com
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FEDERAL SUPPLY USA
Chad Read

1171 S Northpoint Blvd
Waukegan, IL 60085
cread@federalsupply.com
847-623-1310
federalsupply.com

TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS

AMILIA

Mike Ellis

1751 Rue Richardson, #3
105

Montreal, Quebec H3
Montreal QC H3K 1G6
Marketing@amilia.com
1-877-343-0004 PH
Amilia.com

CIVICREC

Nick Glasgow

302 S 4th St, Ste 500
Manhattan, KS 66502-6410
Nicholas.glasgow@civicplus.com
785-370-7328 PH
civicplus.com

KAIZEN LABS

John Puma

453 S Spring St. Ste 400 PMB
Los Angeles, CA 90013
partners@kaizenlabs.co
408-623-7000 PH
kaizenlabs.co

KUVRR

Sanjeev Arora

2700 Patriot Blvd. Suite 250
Glenview, IL 60026
saneev@kuvrr.com

774 4 Safety PH
http://www.kuvrr.com

MYREC.COM RECREATION SOFTWARE
Colleen Kinkade

PO Box 16997

Salt Lake City, UT 84116
info@myrec.com

802-465-9732 PH

myrec.com

OUTDOORLINK INC.
David Ramirez

3058 Leeman Ferry Rd SW
Huntsville, AL 35801
dave@outdoorlink.com
256-885-9768 PH
QOutdoorlink.com

PRODUCTIVE PARKS LLC
Steve Dittemore

674 Rochelle Terrace
Lombard, IL 60148
Steve@productiveparks.com
630-765-4252 PH
productiveparks.com

RAM COMMUNICATIONS INC.
Rob McCoy

2720 S River Rd., Ste 152
Des Plaines, IL 60018-4111
info@ramcomminc.com
847-358-0917 PH
ramcomminc.com

SYSTEMS CABLING SOLUTIONS INC.
Michael Rashow

8523 N Ottawa Ave

Niles IL 60053
michael.rashow@scschi.com
773-395-48052 PH

SCSCHI.COM

TYLER TECHNOLOGIES, INC.
Katie Caton

5101 Tennyson Pkwy

Plano, TX 75024-3525
katie.caton@tylertech.com
207-518-4745 PH
tylertech.com

UKG SOLUTIONS

Mark Cline

101 W Washington St # 900
Indianapolis IN 46204
mark.cline@ukg.com
317-910-2167 PH
tylertech.com

VERMONT SYSTEMS, INC.
David Wirtz

12 Market Place

Essex Junction, VT 05452
davew@vermontsystems.com
802-276-5447 PH
vermontsystems.com

WEB DEVELOPMENT

A5 BRANDING & DIGITAL

John Harris

1 North La Salle Street, 47th Floor
Chicago, IL 60602
jharris@abinc.com
708-227-5313 PH

abinc.com
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IAPD Energy Partner

YOUR ADVOCATE FOR REAL TIME COMPETITIVE OFFERS FROM LEADING SUPPLIERS

SRERVAERN ,A‘ D

Utility Management Consultants, Ltd. lllinois Association of Park Districts

“REE N
rrr \j

“Seven Utility Management Consultants has
// * greatly benefited our park district during
——— these tough economic times. Our park district
L has realized substantial natural gas and e

electricity savings because of the services

! ! that Seven provides. Thank you for making
ty-com this opportunity available to IAPD member
- : ~  agencies.”

-Oakbrook Terrace
Park District
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Constellation Telecom delivers
an economical telecom
experience to your park
district.Office phones,
connectivity, networking,

Si m pl |f UCaas, SIP trunks, contact

g * center, POTS lines,

point-to-point circuits.All
from one reliable source.One
attentive point of contact.AND
SPECIAL RATES THAT HAVE
BEEN OBTAINED FOR IAPD

MEMBERS.That’s business
telecom, simplified.

constellation (630) 581-7337 / (630) 673-5522 (mobile)
TELECOM bill @constellationtelecom.com




